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Announcements 


Nots: Copies of all Orders referred to in the Board of Trade Journal can be purchased through any booksellers, agents, 
or direct from H.M. Stationery ‘)ffice. Now Orders, however, may not be immediately available. 


Consumer Rationing (Amendment) 
(No. 5) Order 1944 


Under the Consumer Rationing (Amendment) (No. 5) Order, 
1944 (S. R. & O. 1944 No. 51, price 2d.) the following changes 
are made in the Consumer Rationing Order :— 


Major Changes 

(1) The black and purple coupons (Series B and C) on page IV 
of the 1943/44 clothing book are made valid for use on and after 
lst February. Tokens Y and Z are made valid from the same 
date at a value of 3 couponseach. Token U on the supplementary 
page (page IITA) in the Child and Junior Books is not to be 
regarded as a clothing coupon and may not therefore be used. 

(2) The new clothing books for merchant seamen are brought 
into use on Ist February. The coupons in these books may only 
be used by the person to whom they are issued, who must produce 
one of the specified documents of identity when presenting the 
book to a shopkeeper. Supplementary coupon sheets (S.C. 7a) 
issued to fishermen may only be used on production of the 
1943/44 clothing book. 

(3) In order to remove quarter coupon difficulties in trans- 
actions between traders, fractions of a coupon in such trans- 
actions are to be ignored if less than a half and to be rounded 
up to the next whole number if a half or more. This does not 
apply to transactions between trader and public. 

(4) Infants’ napkins are down-pointed from 1 coupon to ? 
coupon each. 

(5) Industrial clogs (IF/4) are down-pointed from 3 to 2 
coupons per pair. (Their distribution will be regulated by 
Priority Dockets, about which see Announcement on page 34 of 
this issue.) 

(6) A new type of wooden-soled Industrial Rubber Boot 
(IF/5), rated at 4 coupons per pair, has been included in the 
Schedule. (These boots may, however, be sold only against a 
Buying Permit.) 

(7) Provision is made for the coupon rating (as for low-heeled 
slippers) of women’s shoes with fabric uppers and marked by 
the manufacturer’ W and women’s slippers marked by him HS’ 
Other Changes 

(i) Hand-knitting yarn containing more than 15 per cent. by 
weight of wool may no longer be supplied coupon-free except 
between Registered Manufacturers of Hand Knitting Yarn. 
Arrangements are, however, being made providing for the coupon- 
free supply to exporters, whose names are entered in the Register 
of Yarn Merchants, of wool yarn produced for export in accord- 
ance with an Export Rationing Certificate (Form PHE 9) 
certified by the Secretary of the Joint Rationing Committee, 
Wool Control. 

(ii) It is made clear that a trader making up on commission 
rationed goods, except fur garments, from another trader’s 
material does not have to surrender coupons for that material. 
A trader who makes up fur garments on commission is, however, 
required to surrender coupons upon the delivery to him by 
another trader of lining or other rationed material. 

(iii) The method of determining the coupon value of a coupon 
equivalent document has been clarified. 

(iv) Rubber has been defined so as to include synthetic rubber. 

(v) The exemption of crochet yarn is extended to include yarn 
made up in quantities not exceeding 1 oz., whether white or 
coloured. 


(vi) The definition of woollen mending yarn is extended to 
include 4-ply yarn, spun not thicker than 20’s. Non-woollen 
mending yarn is exempt when made-up in quantities not exceed- 
ing } oz. 

(vii) The exemption of utility pit pants is confined to those 
made from certain utility cloths. 

(viii) Jerseys, jumpers, cardigans, etc., are now rated according 
to whether they are woollen or otherwise, irrespective of weight, 
and the coupon rate has been appropriately altered. It is made 
clear that cardigans and bed-jackets of woven material are rated 
as jackets. 

(ix) An officer’s battledress, or naval officer’s working dress, 
now requires 18 instead of 20 coupons. 

(x) Towels over 15 ft. in length are pointed according to their 
cloth content. 

(xi) The definition of industrial safety boots (IF/3) is extended 
to cover new specifications. These boots will be marked by the 


manufacturer M4 (All safety boots so marked may be sold only 


against a Buying Permit.) 

Further, under S. R. & O. 1944 No. 56,* the manufacturers’ and 
wholesalers’ price limits in the General Licence down pointing 
women’s shoes sold at a retail price of not more than 15s. (see 
Board of Trade Journal, 27th November 1943, page 442) are 
exclusive of purchase tax. 


The Use of Loose Coupons by Certain 
Bodies 


The Board of Trade have issued three General Licences under 
the Consumer Rationing Order about the collection and use of 
loose coupons by certain organisations. Under the General 
Licence S. R. & O. 1944 No. 54,* institutions not controlled by 
a Local Authority are authorised to collect coupons from patients 
who stay not less than six weeks in respect of the clothing 
supplied to them. This Licence replaces 8. R. & O. 1942 No. 
1897. Similarly, under the General Licence 8. R. & O. 1944 
No. 55,* where a child who attends a day nursery or other institu- 
tion undertaking the daily care of children receives from the 
institution clothing or other rationed goods for use while in the 
nursery, the nursery authorities are authorised to collect coupons 
in respect of those goods from the child or his parent or guardian. 
This Licence replaces 8. R. & O. 1942 No. 2617. 

In both these cases the institutions and the nursery authorities 
are authorised to use the coupons they collect in loose form when 
making purchases from traders, and under the General Licence 
8S. R. & O. 1944 No. 53* traders are authorised to supply rationed 
goods to persons permitted to use loose coupons, provided that 
these coupons are accompanied by a specified form of certificate 
signed by the customer. The certificate must specify the Licence 
authorising the customer to use loose coupons and must bear 
the names and addresses of both the customer and the trader. 

It should be pointed out that the responsible authorities of 
day nurseries and institutions are not the only persons autho- 
rised to use loose coupons, and the General Licence S. R. & O. 
1944 No. 53 enables a trader to supply rationed goods against 
loose coupons to any person who is authorised to use them ; 
for instance, under a special licence. The licence must, however, 
in all cases be adequately specified in the certificate. 





*§. R. & O. 1944, Nos. 52-56, printed as one document, 
price 2d. 
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Merchant Navy Rationing 


As from Ist February 1944, all Merchant Seamen who have 
hitherto made their purchases of rationed goods with clothing 
certificates issued by Mercantile Marine Offices will be issued with 
clothing coupons. Traders may not accept these certificates 
from retail customers after 5th February 1944, and may not 
pay them into their banking accounts after 19th February 1944 
(S. R. & O. 1944 No. 56).* 

The clothing coupons issued to the Merchant Navy will be in 
the following three types of ration documents :— 

Merchant Navy Clothing Book (MN/1). 
Visiting Seaman’s Clothing Book (VS/1) 
Visiting Seaman’s Clothing Sheet (VSS/1). 

Traders may supply rationed goods against these coupons for 
the personal use of the holder only and, unless the order is made 
by post, the holder must show his document of identity to the 
person supplying him. The documents of identity required are 
the following: (1) The holder of a Merchant Navy Clothing 
Book must produce: either (a) British Seaman’s Identity 
Card or (b) Form C.R.S. 52 attached to the national document of 
identity and bearing the stamp of a Mercantile Marine Office 
or (c) Certificate of Registration issued by the Police under the 
Aliens Order, 1920. (2) The holder of a Visiting Seaman’s 
Clothing Book must produce: either (a) Certificate of Registra- 
tion issued by the Police under the Aliens Order, 1920 or (b) Form 
I.B. 23A or B issued by an Immigration Officer or (c) The docu- 
ment of identity described on the front cover of the book. 
(3) The holder of a Visiting Seaman’s Clothing Sheet must 
produce the document of identity described on the sheet. (These 
details will be found in the instructions printed on the Books and 
Sheets and are covered by the Consumer Rationing (Amendment) 
(No. 5) Order, 1944. 

Some coupons will be marked Comforts. These coupons are 
primarily intended for use in obtaining free knitted comforts 
from the organisations supplying them, but they may be accepted 
by traders as if they were the same as the other Merchant Navy 
coupons. Traders should, therefore, disregard the letters and 
word “ comforts ” on them. 

The clothing provided for shipwrecked seamen by the Ship- 
wrecked Mariners’ Society will remain coupon-free. Traders 
may supply rationed goods to the Society without coupons 
against a declaration in the form set out in the General Licence 
and Direction, 8. R. & O. 1944 No. 52.* Goods invoiced to the 
Society may be delivered by a trader direct to a seaman if this 
is specified in the declaration. 


Priority Dockets for Wearers of 
Industrial Clogs 


1. To ensure that essential wearers obtain priurity in securing 
industrial clogs, which have been down-pointed from 3 to 2 
coupons per pair by the Consumer Rationing (Amendment) 
(No. 5) Order, 1944 (see announcement on page 33), the Board of 
Trade have arranged for the issue of Priority Dockets to many 
types of industrial workers. These dockets are printed on pink 
paper, and include the Board of Trade crest, the words “ Priority 
Docket,” and a serial number. 

They will be issued as from Ist February by the same autho- 
rities as issue permits for rubber boots. A General Licence 
(S. R. & O. 1944 No. 70, price 1d.) has been issued under the 
Price Control (Regulation of Disposal of Stocks) Act, 1943, to 
enable traders to reserve stocks of industrial clogs for Priority 
Docket holders without thereby infringing Section 9 of the 
Goods and Services (Price Control) Act, 1941. 

2. In effect, this means that manufacturers will hold as far 
as possible a special reserve of stocks, so that orders from retailers 
and wholesalers which are accompanied by Priority Dockets 
will be guaranteed fulfilment. Retailers and wholesalers are 
asked to reserve such stocks as they think desirable to meet the 
demand from those customers who will present priority dockets, 
since the purpose of the scheme is to ensure, as far as possible, 
that these priority users shall get their clogs not only certainly 
but quickly. The Licence referred to above permits this reserva- 
tion. The Dockets issued will, however, be less than the total 
clog production, and there is no intention of prohibiting the sale 
of clogs to customers without dockets. Replacement of supplies 
so sold cannot, however, be guaranteed and may not be so quick. 

3. The chief types of workers who may obtain Priority Dockets 
and the appropriate isstiing authorities are :— 

Factory workers through their employers from Factory 
Inspectors. 

Mine and quarry workers through their employers from Mines 
Inspectors. 

Transport workers through their employers from the Ministry 
of War Transport. 
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Agricultural workers from County War Agricultural Executive 
Committees. 

The bulk of the demand is, however, to be anticipated from 
suitable workers in the first two groups. 

4. Three other important points to note are: (1) Priority 
Dockets have no coupon value, and 2 coupons per pair of clogs 
must accompany the Dockets. (The issue of coupon-equivalent 
certificates for clogs by Factory Inspectors and other authorities 
ceased on Ist January. Certificates issued before that date, 
however, remain valid and will automatically receive priority). 
(2) Two types of Priority Docket will be issued, marked C.P. 
(i.e. heavy clogs or clogs proper) and M.W. (i.e. light or “ muni- 
tion worker” type clogs). The latter kind will generally be 
issued for lighter work, and traders should be sure to send 
dockets they receive to a manufacturer of the appropriate type. 
The two types are not interchangeable. (3) Priority Dockets 
will in all cases be issued for single pairs of clogs and the placing 
of bulk orders by employers will no longer be essential. The 
issue to employers of Licences under the Location of Retail 
Businesses Order for the sale of clogs (which were necessitated 
by the use of Factory Inspectors Certificates) will be discontinued. 
Priority Dockets may, of course, be used at any shop. 


Amendments to Utility Footwear 
Specifications published in List ‘‘ A ”’ 


Several amendments have been made to the Utility Footwear 
Specifications published in September 1943 in List A, and a slip 
showing these is now available, price 1d. A reprint of List A 
incorporating these amendments is now also on sale, price 6d. 
net. 


Women’s Slippers and Shoes with 
Fabric Uppers 
The latest Consumer Rationing Order which comes into force 
on Ist February makes provision for rating at 5 coupons women’s 


slippers marked by the manufacturers in accordance with 





Ww 
HS 
directions issued, by the Board of Trade under the Apparel and 
Textile Order, and for women’s shoes with fabric uppers similarly 


WwW 
marked + 


yet been produced, but Special Directions instructing manu- 
facturers in the types to be marked and in the method of marking 
will be issued to them at an early date. 

The great majority of such slippers are shoes that are tem- 
porarily covered by a General Licence (see Board of Trade Journal, 
27th November 1943, page 442), which expires on 31st March, 
and it is anticipated that by Ist April production of the marked 
slippers and shoes will be available. 


No slippers or shoes marked in this way have as 


Civilian Clothing (Restrictions) 
Order, 1944 


The Board of Trade have issued the Civilian Clothing (Restric- 
tions) Order, 1944 (S. R. & O. 1944 No. 6, price 1d.), introducing 
revised specifications for domestic and industrial overalls and 
women’s and maids’ underwear and nightwear. The Order 
comes into force on Ist March 1944, and all garments made on 
or after that date, whether of utility or non-utility cloths, must 
conform to the new specifications. This Order revokes the 
Making of Civilian Clothing (Restrictions) Orders (relating to 
overalls and women’s and maids’ underwear and nightwear) 
which incorporated by reference the British Standard Specifica- 
tions BS/BOT/2, 4 and 5. 

The Specifications, which have been revised in the light of 
trade experience, are published as separate documents, price 
3d. each. Related Specification No. 1 deals with overalls ; 
Related Specification No. 2 deals with women’s and maids’ 
underwear and nightwear. 

Directions giving ceiling prices for utility garments made to 
conform to these new specifications will be issued at an early 
date. 


RELATED SPECIFICATION NO. 1—DOMESTIC AND 
INDUSTRIAL OVERALLS 


Part I comprises specifications for women’s domestic and light 
industrial overalls. Women’s button-front and wrap-over 
overalls are included in this Part, provided they are made from 
cloths weighing less than 7 oz. per square yard. If made from 
heavier cloths they must be made in accordance with the pro- 
visions of Part II. Part I also includes a number of variations 
from BS/BOT 5, in particular the provision that a minimum of 
12 stitches per inch must be used. 

Part II comprises specifications for men’s and women’s 
industrial overalls and includes a number of important variations 
from BS/BOT 4. In particular, specifications have been included 
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for women’s button front overalls made from cloths weighing 7 
or more ounces per square yard, men’s and women’s (Factory 
Act) boiler suits, milking overalls and men’s industrial aprons 
with pointed bibs. 

Part III comprises certain general restrictions, such as the 
prohibition of contrast collars and cuffs and embroidery. Only 
vat-dyed bias binding may be used, but firms may apply for 
licences to use up stocks of sulphur-dyed binding which they 
may have in stock on Ist March. 

Part IV comprises general provisions as to tolerances, 
“specials” and the marking of garments. It also includes a 
list of garments which are excluded from this Specification. 


RELATED SPECIFICATION NO. 2—WOMEN’S AND MAIDS’ 
UNDERWEAR AND NIGHTWEAR 


Part I comprises the restrictions on trimmings and embroidery ; 
there are no substantial changes from BS/BOT 2. 

Part ITI contains provisions as to seams, hems and stitching. 
In particular, the seaming provisions have been considerably 
strengthened so as to ensure well-made garments of good coupon 
value which will give satisfactory wear. 

Part III comprises the size specifications and maximum 
yardages. Substantial changes and variations from BS/BOT 2 
have been made, and in a number of cases the permitted yardage 
has been increased to allow for better production. Specifications 
for winceyette and flannelette garments have also been included. 

In future all women’s underwear and nightwear must be 
marked in accordance with the provisions of Part IV, which 
provide that each garment must be marked with the actual size 
in inches as well as the appropriate size symbol. 


Utility Wool Cloth Allocations 


The allocations of Utility wool cloth to nucleus and designated 
firms of clothing manufacturers for the period Ist May to 3lst 
August 1944 have been made on a new basis. 

Hitherto each firm has been allocated specific quantities of 
cloth of various specification numbers. For the new allocations 
it has been decided to group the various cloths and to allocate 
bulk quantities for the production of men’s, boys’, women’s and 
girls’ garments respectively. Thus, for example, a firm making 
men’s and boys’ outer wear will be allocated a quantity of M 
cloth and a separate quantity of B cloth, but it will be allowed 
to place orders within the limits of those separate quantities for 
cloth of any specification number within the M or B range, as 
the case may be. 

In order that a correct balance shall be maintained in the 
production of the various cloth specification numbers, cloth 
manufacturers have been informed of the Utility Specification 
numbers which alone they may produce and the maximum 
yardage of each number for which raw materials will be released. 

It is hoped that this new system will allow clothing many- 
facturers greater flexibility in obtaining the particular cloths 
suited to their own individual type of production. The new 
system also has the advantage of allowing a certificate holder 
who is unable to obtain precisely the cloth he desires to take 
instead the nearest available alternative. 

Firms to whom certificates are issued will realise the import- 
ance of placing their orders early and of placing orders for the 
whole of the cloth allocated to them even if it is necessary, in 
order to do this, for them to accept a proportion of alternative 
cloths. There is a limited period for the placing of orders, 
though it is hoped that it will be possible later to arrange for 
this to be rather longer than under the old system. Any part 
of the allocation for which orders are not placed during that 
period will be lost and cannot be made good to the firm in later 
allocations. 

It will, of course, be impossible for either the Wool Control or 
the Board of Trade to supply information as to which cloth 
manufacturers or merchants are able to accept orders for any 
particular cloth. Certificate holders must, therefore, realise 
that the onus of placing their orders and obtaining the cloth 
rests upon them and that they must arrange to obtain their 
supplies in the ordinary way of business. 


Utility Apparel 


The Board of Trade have issued the Utility Apparel (Merchant 
Navy) Directions, 1944 (S. R. & O. 1944 No. 59, price 1d.), 
introducing specifications for a number of utility garments for 
officers and men of the Merchant Navy, including officers’ shirts, 
tropical wear, stewards’ and cooks’ jackets and seamen’s overalls. 

Manufacturers’ ceiling prices and profit margin (4 per cent.) 
are laid down and increased ceiling prices are included for outsize 
garments and “ specials.” 

Garments made under these Directions must be marked with 
the letters MN in addition to the utility mark and specification 
number and may be supplied by retail only against the surrender 
of coupons marked with the Merchant Navy crest. Provision 
is made (in Part II, paragraph 1 of the Schedule) for manu- 
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facturers to use cloths marked with four-figure specification 
numbers in place of those marked with the five-figure numbers 
specified in Part I, e.g., cloth marked 3110 is bleached and fully 
shrunk 


Haircutting Cloths for Hairdressers 


The Board of Trade announce that arrangements have been 
made, in conjunction with the Ministry of Supply, for the supply 
to hairdressers of a limited quantity of haircutting cloths of a 
wartime type, made from Government surplus material at a 
price not exceeding 3s. 3d. each, exclusive of Purchase Tax. 
Haircutting cloths are unrationed and do not require the sur- 
render of coupons. Hairdressers who are unable to obtain them 
from their usual suppliers should communicate with the Hair- 
dressing Manufacturers and Wholesalers Association Ltd., 69 
Cannon Street, London, E.C.4. 


Wool Control 


Wool Control announces that raw material required for the 
Home Civil trade against the ration to be granted for the period 
lst March 1944 to 30th June 1944, will be issued on the basis of 
Home Issue prices Nos. 13 and 14. 


Men’s Suits 


The following is the text of an answer given by the President 
of the Board of Trade in Parliament on 25th August 1944 :— 

“ These restrictions, since they were introduced in March 1942, 
have resulted in a considerable saving of cloth and labour. But 
a new situation has been created by the intention of my right hon. 
Friend, the Secretary of State for War, after consultation with 
other Departments concerned, including my own, and as part of 
his plans for clothing soldiers on demobilisation, to issue suits 
which are free from these restrictions. Orders will, I under- 
stand, shortly be placed, and I am advised that it would not be 
practicable in these conditions to maintain the restrictions on 
the manufacture of suits for the general public. I have, therefore, 
decided that men’s suits may again be made without any restric- 
tion on styles as from Ist February, but may not be supplied 
to the public until lst March. I have also decided that the 
coupon pointing of the ‘ non-austerity’ suit shall be 26, while 
the ‘ austerity ’ suit, as from Ist February, will be down-pointed 
from 26 to 20 coupons, the pointing for coat, waistcoat and 
trousers each being reduced by 2 coupons.” 

Further particulars are :— 

(1) The new pointing for men’s and youths’ jackets, waist- 
coats and trousers, conforming in all respects to the style restric- 
tions in the Making of Civilian Clothing (Restrictions) Order, 
1942 (see Board of Trade Journal, 28th March 1942, page 172) 
and made from Group I cloths, will be 11, 3 and 6 coupons 
respectively. The pointing of austerity jackets and trousers 
made from Group II cloth remains at 10 and 5 coupons respec- 
tively, as at present, while an austerity waistcoat in Group II 
material is reduced from 5 to 3 coupons. 

(2) Men’s and youths’ blouse type jackets, cycling capes, 
sleeved waistcoasts or like garments—lined (except saddle lined) 
and of Group I material—remain at 13 coupons in all cases, 
since they have not been subject to any style restriction. 

(3) The restriction on the use of elastic in trousers remains in 
force under the Elastic (Control of Use) Order, 1943 (see Board 
of Trade Journal, 30th January 1943, page 40). 

(4) The styles restrictions on all other garments, including 
men’s overcoats and boys’ suits, remain unchanged. 

(5) The Board will be prepared to consider applications for 
coupon replacement only on a hardship basis. The formula and 
procedure will be discussed with the.trade bodies concerned, 
and a further announcement will be made in due course. 

(6) Before deciding on these arrangements the Board con- 
sulted the principal organisations of manufacturers and dis- 
tributors. The Board were however unable to accept trade 
advice to: the full with regard to the down-pointing of austerity ; 
the serious shortage of supplies of wool cloth, in relation to total 
demand, precludes the possibility of any increase in consumption 
of woollen garments, and moreover too much down-pointing of 
suits would release coupons for other goods of which supplies 
are even more scarce. 


Clothing for Relief (Knitted Goods) 


The Board of Trade and Ministry of Supply are prepared to 
consider offers of certain knitted goods for direct purchase by 
the latter department. 

The classes of goods required are :— 


Men’s Women’s Boys’ 
Cotton vests Cotton or Cotton vests 
Cotton pants Cotton/rayon Cotton trunks 

vests 
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Infants’ 
Cotton vests 
Cotton knickers 


Girls’ 
Cotton vests 
Cotton knickers 


Any wholesaler wishing to offer quantities of not less than 50 
dozen of any one number should in the first place apply in writing 
for an ‘‘ Offer Form ” from the Director of Clothing and Textiles, 
Ministry of Supply, C/O the Controller of Civilian Hosiery, 
Board of Trade, East Court, West Walk, Leicester. No samples 
should be sent until requested. 

The scheme is similar to that adopted for the purchase of other 
relief clothing, and goods will be divided into two categories, 
i.e, current saleable merchandise and non-moving goods. 

It should be borne in mind that only stocks surplus to require- 
ments of the home civilian market can be accepted, and it is 
essential that wholesalers should retain their normal stock to 
meet future demands. To ensure this, any offer which is made 
will need to be accompanied by a Declaration that such quanti- 
ties, if accepted, will not reduce the wholesaler’s stock to less 
than two months’ average sales of similar goods taken over the 
twelve months ending 3lst December 1943. 


Floor Coverings 


The Board of Trade have issued the Floor Coverings (Control 
of Manufacture and Supply) (No. 2) Order, 1944 (8S. R. & O. 
1944 No. 58, prce Id.) which replaces the Floor Coverings 
(Control of Manufacture and Supply) Order 1942 (see the 
Board of Trade Journal, 1st August 1942, page 355). Certain 
provisions in the first Order which are now spent have been 
deleted : the principa] changes in the control are: (1) Coir and 
rubber mats and matting are not controlled under this Order. 
(2) The General Licence (S. R. & O. 1942 No. 162) ceases to have 
effect after Ist February, but provision is now made in the Order 

- for manufacturers to supply linoleum containing rubber or jute 
against permits issued by the Ministry of Works, irrespective of 
the date of manufacture of the linoleum ; manufacturers must 
retain these permits for eighteen months after their receipt. 
(3) The provisions permitting free supplies of floor coverings to 
certain privileged consumers listed in the Order have now been 
deleted. In future the individual] licences issued by the Board 
to manufacturers will provide for the supply of a quantity of 
floor coverings to these consumers, to meet their normal require- 
ments (4) Firms which are closed under certified concentration 
arrangements will no longer be regarded as manufacturing goods 
which are made on their behalf by nucleus firms. Licences will 
be needed only by firms which are actually carrying out manu- 
facturing processes and a percentage of their production will be 
allocated to closed firms. 


Sales of Goods at Half-coupon Rates 


There appears to be some misconception among retail traders 
as to the prices at which rationed goods may be sold at half- 
coupon rates under the provisions of the Consumer Rationing 
(Amendment) Order, 1943 (see Board of Trade Journal, 28th 
August 1943, page 322). The Board of Trade wish to remind 
traders that it is by no means necessarily the case that goods 
sold at half price may be sold at half-coupons. All necessary 
information will be found in para. 21 of the 1943/44 “ Clothing 
Quiz” (price 2d.), but in outline the arrangement is as follows : 
(a) Utility goods for which an overriding maximum price has been 
fixed may be sold for half-coupon rates if the prices do not 
exceed either half the overriding maximum price or the price 
calculated in accordance with the Table given in “ Quiz’’; 
whichever is the lower; (b) all the rationed goods may be sold 
at half-coupon rates if the price does not exceed a price cal- 
culated in accordance with the Table. 


Food Standards 


Under the powers conferred by the Defence (Sale of Food) 
Regulations, 1943 (S. R. & O. 1943, No. 1553, price 2d.) the 
Minister of Food has made the Food Standards (General 
Provisions) Order, 1944 (S. R. & O. 1944 No. 42, price 1d.), 
and separate Orders (8S. R. & O. 1944 Nos. 43-46, price 2d.) 
prescribing standards for each of the following foods: self- 
raising flour, baking powder and golden raising powder, shredded 
suet and mustard. These Orders are the first to be issued creating 
legal standards for foods in accordance with the policy announced 
in the White Paper on “The Labelling and Advertising of 
Foods ” (Cmd. 6482, price 1d.). 

The General Provisions Order, which applies to all standards 
prescribed under Regulation 2 of the Defence (Sale of Food) 
Regulations, makes it an offence to sell a food for which a stan- 
dard is prescribed unless the food complies with that standard. 
It is also an offence to sell a food which is so described as to lead 
an intending purchaser to believe that he is purchasing food of a 
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description for which a standard is in force, unless it complies 
with the standard. 

A warranty defence and the defence that some other person 
is responsible for the commission of the alleged offence, similar 
to the corresponding defence in the Food and Drugs Act, 1938, 
are provided for the protection of retailers. The provisions 
relating to taking samples and powers of inspection contained 
in the Defence (Sale of Food) Regulations, 1943, apply to pro- 
ceedings in respect of offences against the Food Standards 
Orders. Under the Regulations, also, enforcement is entrusted 
to Food and Drugs Authorities, but whereas proceedings in 
respect of offences against the Regulations may not, in general, 
be instituted by Authorities unless the Minister’s prior consent 
is obtained, it is provided in each of the four commodity Standards 
Orders now issued that consent is not necessary for, prosecutions 
for infringements of the standards. 

These Orders come into operation as from 16th March on 
sales by manufacturers, on 16th May on sales by wholesalers 
and on 16th July on sales by retailers. 


Limitation of Supplies (Miscellaneous) 
(No. 22) Order, 1944 


The Board of Trade have made the Limitation of Supplies 
(Miscellaneous) (No. 22) Order, 1944 (S. R. & O. 1944 No. 60, 
price 4d.) which continues the existing control on the supply of 
goods gf classes 9b, 9c, 12 and 13 for the restriction period 
lst February to 3lst July 1944. The principal change is that 
after Ist February goods of Class 15 will not be controlled 
under the Limitation of Supplies Orders. Traders will be free 
to supply without restriction goldsmiths’ and silversmiths’ 
wares, jewellery and artificial jewellery not of their own manu- 
facture ; they are however reminded that they may not manu- 
facture these goods or supply any such goods manufactured by 
them, except under the authority of a licence issued by the 
Board of Trade under the Miscellaneous Goods (Prohibition of 
Manufacture and Supply) (No. 3) Order, 1943 (see Board of 
Trade Journal, 6th February 1943, page 53) as amended by 
the Miscellaneous Goods (Prohibition of Manufacture and 
Supply) (No. 4) Order, 1943 (see Board of Trade Journal, 24th 
July 1943, page 273). 

The position with regard to the remaining classes is as 
follows :— 

Class 9b: Lighting Fittings. The quota is raised to 124 per 
cent. There are no other substantial changes. 

Class 9c : Cutlery, Spoons and Forks. There are no changes in 
the provisions relating to this class, the quota remaining at 
15 per cent. 

Class 12: Photographic Goods. The quota is raised to 12} per 
cent. ; there are no other changes. 

Class 13: Toys and Indoor Games. The quota is raised to 
12} per cent. The value of supplies of the cheaper toys and of 
certain children’s indoor games (sold by the manufacturer at a 
price not exceeding 5s.) may be halved as before for quota pur- 
poses. Registered persons must multiply by 14 the value of 
playing cards, dominoes, darts, and accessories or apparatus for 
games played with playing cards, dominoes, darts, and for 
billiards, snooker, table tennis, chess or draughts, if these indoor 
games are supplied within quota, but they may still supply them 
outside quota to privileged consumers against Buying Certificates 
on Form T.G.1 issued by Government Departments on behalf 
of the Board of Trade ; this factor of 14 does not apply to priority 
indoor games supplied by unregistered manufacturers. 

Model aircraft and’ aircraft construction sets required for 
training purposes may be supplied outside quota by registered 
persons to units of the Forces, the A.T.C., the J.T.C., the Sea 
Cadets, the Royal Observer Corps, and Spotters Clubs affiliated 
to the National Association of Spotters Clubs, against the sur- 
render of a certificate in the form specified in the Order, signed 
by the appropriate officer. 

Goods controlled under the Containers and Straps (No. 2) 
Order, 1944 (see next Announcement) e.g., toy handbags, are 
not in future to be regarded as also controlled in Class 13. 

The Home Trade Register will be revised and the new Register 
will be available early in March; the lst March is the relevant 
date for determining whether or not a person is to be regarded as 
registered for the purposes of the Order. 


Containers and Straps 


The Board of Trade have made the Containers and Straps 
(No. 2) Order, 1944 (S. R. & O. 1944 No. 57, price 1d.) which 
covers the restriction period Ist February to 3lst July 1944. 
The quota remains unchanged at 5 per cent. and the value of 
supplies of permitted types of travel goods may:still be halved 
for quota purposes. The Register of Manufacturers of Leather 
or Textile Containers and Straps will not be revised during thig 
restriction period, and persons whose names were on the Register 
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on Ist September 1943, are to be regarded as registered persons 
for the purpose of analysing the value of goods supplied during 
the standard period, which is, as before, the year ended 31st 
May, 1940. 

The principal changes are: (1) Registered persons may supply 
outside quota any unlined school satchels made of canvas which 
are sold by the manufacturer at a price (excluding Purchase Tax) 
not exceeding 7s. 6d., and which comply with the specification 
given in the Order. School satchels which do not comply with 
this specification may still be supplied but must count against 
quota. (2) Registered persons may supply any permitted goods 
on receipt of a declaration made by an exporter in the form 
prescribed in the Order stating that the goods are required to 
fulfil a contract to which he is a party, under which they are 
to be exported from the United Kingdom. In the case of goods 
for which an export licence is required, the declaration must 
state that such a licence has already been obtained and must 
quote its reference number. (3) The revised Schedules to the 
Order now contain detailed specifications of the types of hand- 
bags, shoulder bags and shopping bags that are permitted. 
They also state more precisely the kind of belts controlled by 
the Order and the kind of wallets that are permitted goods. 
Spectacle cases which resemble pouches are permitted goods, but 
metal spring-lid cases are not controlled. (4) Prohibited goods 
ordered by a Government Department may now be manufac- 
tured and supplied without a licence by all authorised manu- 
facturers, but unregistered manufacturers must include such 
supplies in their permitted total of £100 a month. 


Timber Consultative Committee 


Mr. Gerald Lenanton, Director, Home Timber Production 
Department, will be the chairman of the Consultative Committee, 
which, in addition to those members mentioned in the Announce- 
ment in Board of Trade Journal, 22nd January 1944 (page 25), 
will include the following representing the Ministry of Supply :— 
Sir James Calder, C.B.E., Adviser on Home Timber Production, 
Raw Materials Department; Mr. A. W. McKenzie, Assistant 
Secretary, Raw Materials Department; Mr. A. Colin C. Darby, 
M.C., Senior Deputy Director, Home Timber Production Depart- 
ment; The Hon. N. A. Orde-Powlett, Chief Acquisition Officer, 
Home Timber Production Department; Mr. W. H. Cook, 
Legal Assistant, Home Timber Production Department; and 
Mr. T. W. Cleland, Secretary, Home Timber Production Depart- 
ment ; and also Mr. C. Hussey, Arts Editor of ‘‘ Country Life,” 
Adviser on Amenity to Home Timber Production Department ; 
Mr. W. A. Robertson, Director, Forest Products Research 
Laboratory ; and Mr. E. Wynne Jones, representing The Forestry 
Commission. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner, Montreal 


The Department of Overseas Trade announces that Mr. J. 
Paterson, formerly Assistant to H.M. Trade Commissioner at 
Toronto, has been appointed H.M. Trade Commissioner at 
Montreal in succession to Mr. A. R. Bruce. Mr. Paterson will 
also have the title of H.M. Trade Commissioner in Newfound- 
land. . 


Opening of Post of Commercial Secretary 
at Mexico City 


The Department of Overseas Trade announces that a Com- 
mercial Secretary post has been opened at Mexico City, and that 
Mr. K. Unwin, O.B.E,. formerly Commercial Secretary at 
Madrid, has been appointed to the post and has taken up duty. 
Correspondence should be addressed to The Commercial Secre- 
tary, British Legation, Mexico City. 

Mr. Unwin has been succeeded at Madrid by Mr. A. R. Bruce, 
formerly H.M. Trade Commissioner at Montreal. 


Ministry of Food Orders 


In continuation of the list given in Board of Trade Journal, 
22nd January 1944 (page 27), and in addition to those mentioned 
on page 36 of this issue, the following Orders, made by the 
Ministry of Food, have been published as S. R. & O. :— 
ng 1. The Flour Order, 1944, dated Ist January, 1944 (price 

) 

No. 28. Order, dated 14th January 1944, amending the 

Potatoes (Restriction on Sales) Order, 1943 (price 1d.). 


Trading with the Enemy 


ADDITIONS TO “ BLACK LIST” 


The Board of Trade announce that they have made the 
Trading with the Enemy (Specified Persons) (Amendment) 
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(No. 1) Order, 1944 (S. R. & O. 1944 No. 24, price 2d.) which 
came into force on 24th January, containing changes in the 
“Black List’ of traders abroad with whom it is unlawful to 
have dealings of any kind. Persons owing moneys to, or holding 
or managing the property of, specified persons are reminded that 
they are under statutory obligation to report particulars to the 
Custodians of Enemy Property. 


ADVICE TO SHIPPERS 


With reference to the notice in Board of Trade Journal, 22nd 
January 1944, page 26, the following vessels have been deleted 
from Statutory List A: ‘‘ Maria Amalia (Kerts) ’’ Spanish flag, 
744 tons, Cia Comercial Maritime de Transportes S.A. ; ‘‘ Sebas- 
tian,” Spanish flag, 3,024 tons, Cia Comercial Maritime de 
Transportes, 8.A.; “Sidi Ifni’ Spanish flag, 732 tons, S.A. 
Hispano-Africana de Reconocimentos Atlanticos; “ Fermina 
Concepcion,” Spanish flag, 80 tons, Manuel Rodriguez. The 
amended list now reads as follows :— 


VESSELS AGAINST WHICH DISORIMINATION IS BEING EXERCISED 
BY THE MINISTRY OF EOONOMIO WARFARE 
(a) Shipowners on the Statutory List 

Shippers, banks and other financial and commercial concerns 
are hereby notified that the following vessels belong to owners 
who are included in the Statutory List, and that it is an offence 
against the Trading with the Enemy Act for any shipper to 
make use of such vessels. Shipments by such vessels in addition 
to being liable to seizure render the shippers or those connected 
with the consignment liable to prosecution. 








Vessel Flag Tons Owners or Charterers 
Galatasaray ... Turkey 724 | Sadikogla, Aslan, Kaptan 
Crespi (ex Jose 

Trujillo) ... Spain 88 | Cla phoma wry Maritima de Trans- 
San Juan IT Ditto 652 PDltto 
Adeje ar also be 
foun og 
name Nicolle 
ing the German te Ditto 253 Ditto 
Isora os Ditto 316 Ditto 
Rigel (ex Teredo 
ue jurra) Ditto 549 Ditto 
ese Ditto 398 Ditto 
Belvedor Ditto 130 Ditto 
Alcora Ditto 216 Ditto 
Linette Ditto 898 Ditto 
Bachi... Ditto 8,077 | Cla Naviera Bacni (Hijos de 
Astigarraga) (Controlled by 
Cia Comercial Maritima de 
Transportes S.A.) 
Kauldi Ditto 8,157 Ditto 
Manuchu aed Ditto 8,119 Ditto 
Tom ... ose ons Ditto 8,056 Ditto 
Al vee Argentina 282 | A. M. Delfino y Cia 
San Martin Ditto 220 Ditto 
Comodoro Bivadavia. Ditto 4,482 Argentina Neuva Cia Genera de 
Navegacion 
Bio Blanco 
ex Madryn) Ditto 1,827 Ditto 
eta ae Ditto 105 — Empresa de Remo ca- 
ores 
Ciclope Ditto 173 Ditto 
oso Ditto 247 Ditto 
Gigante Ditto 236 Ditto 
Gollat Ditto 237 Ditto 
Hercules Ditto 173 Ditto 
Samson Ditto 237 Ditto 
Titan Ditto 188 Ditto 
Industria Spain 813 Soc. Anon Cristobal Colon of 
Madrid 
Marina oe ese Ditto 172 = 
Suevia oon ose Ditto 858 
San Rafael Archangel | Ditto 98 Jullo 6 — Martin, Las 
Maria del PilarG. ... Ditto 54 | Ditto 
Presidente Mitre Argentina 872 Cla entina Comercial e In- 
dustrial de Pesqueria 
Presideate Roca Ditto 412 Ditto 
Carvalho ‘ Portugal 27 Henrique Da Silva Pinto Ferro 
Herlinda Panama 452 Gulf Shipping Co 
Maria 3° Portugal 56 Pedro Joao de Sousa 
Maria 5°... Ditto 56 Ditto 
Guadiana 4° Ditto 13 Ditto 
Maria Menuela ° Ditto 10 Ditto 
Blanca de C . Spain 285 Ramon Carranza 
Ramon de Carranza Ditto 224 Ditto 
Reina Victoria oss Ditto 162 Ditto 
Paco Nino Ditto 80 Ditto 
= vate Ditto 40 Ditto 
Sad Ditto 800 | Almadabra Marroqul 
Bonnin enn 
villa) Ditto 109 | Viuda de Botello (Senora Gally) 
sue trawler) (ex 
jue Geatoso 
oon ae Ditto 109 Ditto 
Antonio Chicha 
(trawler) . Ditto 112 | Manuel Gestoso Costas 
=< Chicha (trawler) Ditto ? Ditto 
Turkey 1,164 | Abdi Vehhi Dural 
Aantide ooo Sweden 9,650 | Rederi A/B Atlantides 
eee coe Ditto 649 Ditto 
Micuel Caldenty ... Spain 74 «J a — Bou 
Nuevo Corazon vee Ditto j 182 
San Cayetano Argentina 400 | “ a ” ge Argentin, 
hy ee y Exportacion 
Nuestra Senora de la | Spain 41 orto Gerdtzen 
Almudena eee 
Manen Ditto 398 Angel Rivas Suardiaz 
Skansen Sweden 744 Wee Kemiskt-Tekniskt 
Solbris Ditto 466 Rederi A/B Bellatrix 
Pollux Ditto 8,971 Ditto 
Ostbris Ditto 978 Ditto 
Sunnanbris Ditto 8,721 Rederi A/B Erious 
Westbris Ditto 972 Ditto 
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Purchase Tax 
LIABILITY DECISIONS 
Loose Covers for Books, etc. 


The following decision regarding the liability of certain articles 
to tax is published as supplementary to those already given in 
Notice No. 78. 

Loose covers for books, etc. 

In future loose covers for periodicals, ration and other books, 
etc., will be regarded as chargeable in all cases at the rate of 33} 
per cent. unless they are 

(1) padded, embroidered, painted or otherwise decorated by 
hand ; or 

(2) made of leather, hide or skin. 

In these cases the rate of tax payable will be 100 per cent. 


United Kingdom Corn Prices 


The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries states that the 
average prices of British corn per hundredweight in the week 
ended 22nd January 1944 were wheat, 15s. 1d. ; barley, 27s. 8d. ; 
and oats, 16s. 5d. 


Postal Notice 
LOSS OF MAILS FOR ABROAD 


The Postmaster-General regrets to announce the loss of the 
undermentioned mails for abroad :— 


By Enemy Action . Districts and approximate 


dates of posting 


Letters and Printed Papers 
for :— 
British Cameroons and Nigeria All districts : 
3rd-—10th November. 


Printed Papers for :— 
Dahomey, French Cameroons 
and Spanish Guinea. 


All districts : 
Ist-9th November. 


Parcels for :— 
Nigeria All districts : 


lst-9th November. 


Not by Enemy Action 
Part of the amr mail for Sweden containing correspondence 
posted approximately from 9th to 11th August last. 


British Standard Specifications 
MANILA ROPES FOR GENERAL PURPOSES 


The British Standards Institution has recently issued Amend- 
ment No. 5, December 1943, to British Standard 431/1940— 
Manila Ropes for General Purposes (War Emergency Revision). 

Copies of this amendment (P.D. 194) may be obtained from 
the British Standards Institution, 28 Victoria Street, Landon, 
8.W.1. 


DIAMOND TIPPED TURNING TOOLS 


Following upon the recent issue of a British Standard for 
diamond tipped boring tools, the British Standards Institution 
has now published a corresponding war emergency specification 
for diamond tipped turning tools (B.S. No. 1148). The British 
Standard was prepared by co-operation between the British 
Standards Institution and the Tool Technical Panel of the 
Ministry of Supply, Diamond Die and Tool Control. Like the 
standard for boring tools it is primarily a dimensional one, and 
establishes the dimensions for two patterns of shank type turning 
tools, using respectively a “ball type” tool, permitting of 
universal adjustment to give side rake and either positive or 
negative top rake, and an “ adapter type” tool accommodating 
standard diamond tipped boring tools and providing either a 
2° positive or a 2° negative rake. So that the fullest 
benefit may be obtained from the use of diamond tools, the 
specification includes some detailed introductory notes which 
have been prepared by the Diamond Die and Tool Control to 
give guidance in regard to such matters as the smooth running 
of lathe spindles, the foundations and mounting of lathes, and 
the setting of the tools. 

Copies of this British Standard may be obtained from the 
British Standards Institution, 28 Victoria Street, London, 
8.W.1, price 2s. net post free. 
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Customs Regulations 


and Tariff Changes 


Canada 


PROHIBITED IMPORTS 


H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner at Ottawa has forwarded a 
copy of a Memorandum W.M. No. 82 Supplement No. 5 dated 
9th November 1943, issued by the Department of National 
Revenue, which states that by Order in Council P.C. 8527 dated 
4th November 1943 the importation into Canada of Ipecac 
(Ipecacuanha) and Emetine is prohibited except under and in 
accordance with the terms of a permit issued by or on behalf of 
the Minister of National Revenue. 


CUSTOMS TARIFF 


H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner at Ottawa has forwarded | 
copies of Memoranda Series D No. 47, T.C. 143 and T.C. 144, F 
issued by the Department of National Revenue, which contain | 


the following information :— 

By Order in Council P.C. 8885, effective lst November 1943, 
the following goods are exempt from the additional Customs 
duty of 10 cents. per pound when imported from any country :— 

Item 25a. Coffee, extract of n.o.p., and substitutes thereof of 
all kinds. 

ex Item 26. All imitations of coffee and substitutes therefor, 
including acorn nuts, n.o.p. 

By Order in Council P.C. 8856 effective Ist October 1943 the 
following New Tariff Items have been established :— 

558g. Yarns and warps, wholly or in chief part of artificial 
silk or similar synthetic fibres produced by chemical processes, 
when imported for use only in the manufacture of woven cord 
tyre fabric—British Preferential Tariff, Free—Intermediate 
Tariff 17 per cent. ad valorem and 3} cents per pound—General 
Tariff 25 per cent. ad valorem and 4 cents per pound. 

825a. Woven cord tyre fabric wholly or in chief part by 
weight of artificial silk or similar synthetic fibres when imported 
for use in Canadian manufactures—British Preferential Tariff, 
Free—Intermediate Tariff 17 per cent. ad valorem and 34 cents 
per pound—General Tariff 25 per cent. ad valorem and 3 cents 
per pound. 


New Zealand 
CUSTOMS TARIFF MODIFICATIONS DEFERRED 


With reference to the notice under the above heading in 
Board of Trade Journal, 13th February 1943, the Board of Trade 
have received a copy of the Customs Tariff Amendment Order 
1943, which provides that the existing duties on nails and white 
lead, Tariff Items 360, 361 and 397, shall be extended until 31st 
October 1945. 


United States of America 
SIMPLIFICATION OF CLOTHING 


The Board of Trade have received copies of notices issued to 
the press by the War Production Board dated 6th and 11th 
December 1943, which contain respectively the following infor- 
mation regarding amendments which have been made to Limita- 
tion Order L-181, Men’s Work Clothing (see notice in Board of 
Trade Journal, 28th August 1943 and previous notices), and 
General Limitation Order L-85, Apparel for Feminine Wear 
(see notice in Board of Trade Journal, 4th December and previous 
notices). 

Under L-181 suspender buttons are now permitted on men’s 
work pants. 

Under L-85 French facings of wool cloth are now allowed on 
women’s coats and jackets. The amended Order also defines 
“* playsuits ’’ #s either a one-piece garment consisting of a top 
attached to a pair of shorts or a two-piece garment consisting of 
a separate top and a pair of shorts. 

It is also made clear that a slack may be sold with a blouse at 
a unit price. 





Did you know that 


3°/, DEFENCE BONDS 


pay a bonus of £l for every 
£100 invested after 10 years ? 
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Trade and Industry 
Argentina 


TRADE WITH SOUTH AFRICA 


The development and considerable expansion of Argentina’s 
trade interchange with the Union of South Africa (albeit an 
expansion more impressively identified with the export side of 
that trade) has been one of the outstanding features of the 
change of direction which this country’s foreign trade inter- 
change has undergone since the war ; while a specially interesting 
significance attaching to the development of this new wartime 
market for Argentine exports is to be seen in the fact that those 
exports are composed almost entirely of articles of Argentine 
industrial production, i.e., foodstuffs and miscellaneous manu- 
factures, the latter very largely textile. 

Argentine imports from the Union of South Africa during the 
first eight months of 1943 were valued at 7,556,854 dollars as 
compared with 762,522 dollars in the corresponding month of 
1942, while Argentine exports to the Union of South Africa 
during these two periods reached a total of 99,083,851 dollars 
and 44,761,555 dollars respectively. In July 1943, imports from 


the Union of South Africa jumped to 3,789,880 dollars as com- | 


pared with 234,141 dollars a year earlier. 


TRADE WITH UNITED KINGDOM AND 
THE UNITED STATES 
The following figures give particulars of the estimated real 


value of Argentina’s trade with the United Kingdom and the 
United States during the first eight months of 1943 and 1942 :— 





Argentine imports from | Argentine exports to 








Country - 
1943 1942 1943 1942 
dolljars dolljars 
United Kingdom | 138,201,967 | 153,143,948 | 386,677,739 |400,382,843 
United States ... | 134,975,431 | 311,602,311 | 297,650,344 |393,731,150 

















Brazil 


RICE SHIPMENTS 


Official statistics published by the Bank of London and South 
America Ltd., show that a total of 1,545,484 bags of rice was 
exported abroad from the State of Rio Grande do Sul during last 
season and that 1,180,204 bags were sold to other Brazilian 
States. The principal destinations of the former total were 
Great Britain, 792,380 bags; Sweden, 293,397 bags; Switzer- 
land, 216,185 bags; South Africa, 105,800 bags; Porto Rico, 


74,388 bags; and the Irish Free State, 42,201 bags; while the’ 


principal internal markets were the Federal District with 
768,238 bags; the State of Sao Paulo, 89,944 bags; and the 
State of Pernambuco, 86,736 bags. 


Canada 


DISTRIBUTION OF FEEDING STUFFS 


According to the Monthly Review of the Bank of Nova Scotia, 
it is clear that the chief immediate problem is the distribution 
of feed supplies. If it can be transported, there is enough grain 
in Western Canada to meet ever larger United States demands 
than hitherto and also the extra needs resulting from the partial 
crop failure in Eastern Canada. The new prairie crop of oats 
and barley are about sufficient to provide for use on farms where 
grown and marketings, on approximately the same scale as 
before. According to the second official estimate, they total 
596 million bushels in the three Provinces. Marketings in 
1942-43 plus the apparent disappearance on farms where grown, 
were only some 20 million bushels higher than this figure. The 
carryovers of the two grains, 213 million bushels of which 
124 millions remained on western farms, provide a large reserve 
against extra needs. A secondary reserve is the Prairie farm 
carryover of wheat (194 million bushels) which may fill some of 
the extra feed needs in the West and perhaps release coarse grains 
for use elsewhere. However, wheat cannot be regarded as 
an unlimited source of feed, especially since the authorities, by 
restricting the drawback on wheat sold for feed to the lower 
grades, have indicated a desire to prevent much further diversion 
of millable wheat to this use. 

Large as feed supplies are, in the words of the Agricultural 
Supplies Board they are “‘ none too great for safety in view of 
the anticipated need for animal and poultry feeds on this 
Continent.” Not only are livestock and poultry numbers 
greater in both Western and Eastern Canada, and United States 
demands on Canada more pressing, but the chief grain crops 
(wheat, cats and barley) in the East are some 78 million bushels 
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less than in 1942. Since, even in that year of good Eastern 
crops, imports from the Prairie Provinces reached the sizeable 
figure of 53 million bushels, it is obvious that there is an urgent 
problem of West to East transportation. The Government's 
aim is to ship 100 to 130 million bushels between Ist September 
1943 and the spring, and it is making strenuous efforts to elimi- 
nate transport bovtlenecks. In additiun, movement of feed to 
the East is being stimulated by subsidies on purchases of grain 
for farm storage, and by payment of carrying charges on reserve 
stocks accumulated in Eastern elevators. 

The problem of transportation is not the only one arisinz 
from the Jarge Eastern feed deficit. Higher costs involved in 
many more purchased feeds have had to be taken into con- 
sideration. To maintain output of dairy-products, so important 
for both domestic use and export, the subsidies on fluid milk 
were increased and a 30 per cent. bonus on milk for concentra- 
tion and cheese making introduced. As for hogs, the small 
increase in price under the new British contract provides some 
incentive to maintain output, but the policy appears to be to 
allow an over-all cut in production while endeavouring to prevent 
too much curtailment on the East. The higher coarse grain 
prices will work to this end, by tending to make the marketing 
of coarse grains more attractive than hog-feeding to Western 
farmers. 


British India 
CROP CONDITIONS AND WHOLESALE PRICES 


The Department of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics, 
Calcutta, reports as*follows on the crops ir India for the weeks 
ended on the dates given :— 

Bihar, 10th January. Crops are fair and the harvesting of 
paddy is being completed. Threshing is going on. 

Orissa, 10th January. Early Saradh paddy has been threshed 
and late paddy has been harvested. Crops are thriving. 

Madras, Ist January. Sowing and transplanting of paddy is 
going on and crops are fair with the exception of parts of the 
Deccan where dry crops have been affected by insects. 

Punjab, 10th January. Crops are unchanged. 

Central Provinces, 7th January. Standing rabi is in good 
condition. Picking of cotton and threshing of rabi are pro- 
gressing. 

Assam, 17th January. The prospects and outturn of crops 
are fair. 

Bengal, 12th January. The harvesting of winter paddy is 
proceeding and crop prospects are fair. 


WHOLESALE PRICE INDEX 


The wholesale price index for December is 301 compared with 
314 for November. 





Publications Received 


The Gas Journal Calendar and Directory, 1944. Published 
by Walter King Ltd. (Offices of the Gas Journal and the Gas 
Salesman), 11 Bolt Court, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4. 

National Provincial Bank Limited: Report of the Directors 
presented to the Shareholders at the 111th Annual General Meeting 
held at the Head Office, 15 Bishopsgate, London, E.C., on 
Thursday, 27th January 1944, at 12 o’clock noon. 

The National Bank Limited: Report and Balance Sheet, 31st 
December 1943. 

Art and Industry, February 1944. Published monthly by The 
Studio Limited, 66 Chandos Place, London, W.C.2. Price 
monthly Is. net ; annual subscription 14s. post free. 


Lloyds Bank Limited ; Report of the Directors for the year ended 
31st December, 1943. 





EDITORIAL COMMUNICATIONS should be addressed to The 
Editor, Board of Trade Journal, Millbank, London, S8.W.1. 
(Telephone: Whitehall 5140, extension 257). 


SUBSCRIPTION AND SALES ENQUIBJES should be addressed to 
the Publishers, H.M. Stationery Office, York House, Kingsway, 
London, W.C.2, or branches. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. Applications concerning the insertion of 
advertisements in the Board of Trade Journal should be 
addressed to the Director of Publications, H.M. Stationery 
ag 421-9, Oxford Street, London, W.1 (Telephone: Mayfair 

). 

The Government accepts no responsibility for any of the state- 
ments in the advertisements and the inclusion of any :articular 
advertisement is no guarantee that the goods or services advertised 
herein have received official approval, 
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Michael Nairn & Greenwich Limited 


PROGRESS DESPITE ONEROUS RESTRICTIONS 


SIR MICHAEL NAIRN’S SPEECH 

The Twenty-second Annual General Meeting of Michael Nairn 
and Greenwich Limited, was held at Kirkcaldy on 17th January. 

Sir Michael Nairn, Bt., the chairman, who presided, said :— 
Gentlemen—It has been my custom at the annual meeting in the 
years before the war to review at some length the operations of our 
organisation within the year covered by the accounts, but I do 
not propose on the present occasion to do more than refer very 
briefly to our position to-day and to the prospect which we 
anticipate will confront us on the conclusion of hostilities. 

Our principal subsidiary, Messrs. Michael Nairn and Co. 
Limited, enjoys a commanding position in the trade, and the 
goodwill they have built up during nearly a century of successful 
trading holds out promise of a prosperous future when free rein 
can again be given to their potential capacity in supplying 
linoleum to markets both at home and overseas which have for 
so long been closed. 

THE YEAR'S RESULTS 

I should like first to draw your attention to the year’s results. 
From the profit and loss accounts you will observe that the net 
income from investments and interest, etc., amounts to 
£147,653 9s. 2d., which compares with £146,760 14s. 10d. for 
1942. After bringing into account the balance brought forward 
from the previous year, the sum available for distribution 
amounts to £213,781 14s. 5d. From this amount an interim 
dividend of 3} per cent. was paid on 17th July last, and it is now 
proposed to declare a final dividend of 9 per cent. and to carry 
forward £69,051 14s. 9d. to 1944. 

After four years of the greatest war in history, during which 
the normal trade and industry of the country has had to contend 
with the repressive influence of Government control and the 
rationing of almost all commodites not directly connected with 
the prosecution of the war, you will, I feel sure, agree that in 
maintaining our steady rate of dividend we have done very well. 
You do not require to be reminded that the burden of taxation 
was never heavier than it is to-day, and in the process of post-war 
rehabilitation this crippling incubus is likely to last for some time 
to come. I should like to add here that before considering the 
accounts of the holding company due provision was made in 
the accounts of its subsidiaries to consolidate and strengthen 
the strong financial position which has been a conspicuous 
feature of these companies for many years. 

GOVERNMENT RESTRICTIONS 

You are aware of the Government restriction on the production 
and sale of floor coverings since war broke out, and to-day we 
are not permitted to manufacture or supply standard grades of 
linoleum for domestic purposes either at home or abroad. While 
we willingly accept restrictions which prejudicially affect our 
business but are necessary in total war, we are looking forward 
to the time when their relaxation becomes possible. After 
victory is achieved the change over from war to peace will involve 
issues of vital national importance which may still call for a 
certain measure of Government control. 

ADAPTATION OF PLANT TO WAR NECESSITIES 

The Nairn Company, deprived by the Limitation of Supplies 
Order from developing their normal business, have shown a 
resilient capacity in adapting their plant and equipment to war 
necessities. That company is fortunate in having on the board 
not only members who are experts in the manufacture of lino- 
leum but several who are highly skilled technicians, and their 
services have enabled the company in various directions to make 
a practical and important contribution to the war effort. 

On account of the scarcity of floor coverings and the total 
cessation of the manufacture of linoleum except for Government 
contracts, the Nairn Company have placed on the market a 
linoleum substitute which has been welcomed by the trade and 
has given general satisfaction. 

STAFF’S WILLING CO-OPERATION 

I cannot conclude my speech without referring to the work 
of the staff during the years of war through which we have 
passed. I wish once again, in the name of the board, to pay a 
very sincere tribute to all members of the staff in whatever 
capacity they are employed, and to express our appreciation of 
their loyal service and willing co-operation. 

DIVIDEND 12} PER CENT. 

I now have pleasure in proposing the adoption of the directors’ 
report and accounts, together with the payment of a final divi- 
dend of 9 per cent., making, with the interim dividend of 3} per 
cent. paid on 17th July 1943, a total dividend of 12} per cent. 
for the year ended 3lst December 1943. 

Sir Robert Spencer-Nairn, Bt., seconded the resolution; and 
it was carried unanimously. 

A vote of thanks to the chairman, directors, and staff con- 
cluded the proceedings. 
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BUSINESS 
ENTERPRISE 
AFTER THE WAR 


Small 


businesses in all branches of 


and medium-sized 


industry and trade must have 
every opportunity of contribut- 
ing, by their enterprise and 
initiative, towards the nation’s 
economic well-being after the 
war. They must be given full 
support in developing British 
trade at home or in overseas 


markets. 


Changes due to war conditions 
call for a far-sighted policy 
concerning the financial aid 
they may need. This Bank, 
through its branch managers, 
will therefore be prepared to 
consider enquiries from promis- 
ing undertakings, whether old 
or new, conducted under good 
management. It will base its 
consideration of each proposal 


as much upon the prospective 


borrower’s integrity and busi- 


mess capacity as upon his 


material resources. 


MIDLAND BANK 


LIMITED 
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